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   On Sunday, March 6, 2022,  members of the UD Library,
Museums and Press provided digitization services at an
event celebrating the 100th anniversary of the New
London Avenue School in Newark, DE. The event was
sponsored by the Friends of School Hill Association, which
has representation from the City of Newark, the Newark
Chapter of NAACP, the University of Delaware, and
community stakeholders.
   Initially built in 1922, the New London Avenue School
served African American children in grades 1-8 until
integration in 1958. The school and surrounding property,
known as “School Hill,” served as an important meeting
place for neighborhood residents for social and
recreational gatherings as well. In 1961, the City of Newark
purchased the building and grounds, and it is now the
George Wilson Center.
  At the event, many community members brought
materials to be digitized. Items shared were from the
1940s through the 1960s, including family photograph
albums, written family histories, and a large aerial
photograph of School Hill that showed it as it was in the
1950s.  All of the now-digitized materials will be added to
the UD Library, Museums and Press existing School Hill
Collection, which was started in 2017 following a similar
digitizing event in which the UD Library, Museums and
Press was equally involved.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Librarian Theresa Hessey
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   The UD Lerner College of Business and Economics’
Center for Economic Education and Entrepreneurship
(CEEE) works to prepare K-12 educators and students in
economics, personal finance and entrepreneurship by
providing dynamic, effective and standards-based
professional learning, resources and programs.
   Teach Children to Save Day, produced each April
during National Financial Literacy Month and in
partnership with the Delaware Bankers Association,
introduces the important ethic of saving early and
often to third and fourth grade students. 
    With the help of over one hundred bank volunteers—
recruited from more than a dozen financial institutions
state-wide—guest presenters visit nearly 300
classrooms each year to deliver an important 45-
minute lesson, visiting schools in all three of Delaware’s
counties and reaching approximately 7,000 students
annually. 

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

   Fifteen UD Sport Management students were integral
to the success of the Atlantic 10 Women’s Basketball
Championship held March 2-6 at the Chase Fieldhouse
in Wilmington. The UD students volunteered and fulfilled
many of the responsibilities associated with the
management of an NCAA Division I tournament hosted
at a neutral site. 
   The students were responsible for tasks including
collecting game statistics, game management, and
merchandise and ticket sales  The four-day event
generated a significant amount of economic impact for
New Castle County with the 14 teams and their fans at
the event and generated national awareness for the
state and county through the games being streamed on
ESPN+.

EVENT SPOTLIGHT



 
 cei.udel.edu | BlueHensEngage@udel.edu | 182 Graham Hall, 111 Academy St., Newark, DE 19716

 

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT  
    When the non-profit Brandywine Shad 2020
wanted to evaluate whether its removal of the
lowest dam on the Brandywine River in Wilmington
opened up habitat for American shad, it turned to Ed
Hale, Ph.D., a Marine Advisory Service specialist with
Delaware Sea Grant at the UD College of Earth,
Ocean and Environment. 
   Formed in 2017, Brandywine Shad 2020 is a cross-
section of educational organizations, non-profits,
governmental agencies, and private citizens whose
shared goal was to restore the region’s most historic
fish, the American Shad, to the Brandywine River by
the year 2020 by returning the river to its free-
flowing, pre-colonial state. 
    So with the dam removed in 2019, Hale recruited
Wilmington residents to help him drag a seine net in
the portion of the river previously blocked by the
dam once a week in the summer and fall of 2020. 
 Together they found abundant juvenile fish and
some adults. Removing the dam had indeed given
the shad more space in the river. 
    In 2021, Hale and his team tagged adult shad,
caught by local angler fishers, with acoustic tags that
scientists use to track fish movements with a
network of underwater receivers. This cooperative
method resulted in a 100% survival rate for the shad,
and the research revealed interesting new data. The
Brandywine shad overall showed a strong
connection to the river, but at least one also traveled
all the way to Nova Scotia. The tagging work will
continue in 2022 and could eventually inform shad
management in the region.

 
 

   The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP)
offered through the College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources (CANR) Cooperative Extension provided hands-on
nutrition education through a series of lessons funded through
the USDA during the month of March. EFNEP teaches limited-
income youth and families how to eat healthier, prepare food
safely and be more physically active. In March, EFNEP entered
a six-week partnership with the Delaware Nature Society to
provide both free ingredients and educational classes offered
by UD faculty and staff in food, nutrition and Delaware’s
watershed system for participants in limited-income areas of
Wilmington. At the end of the six-week program participants
received a certificate of completion, a bag of fresh produce
supplied by the University of Delaware farm, a bag of shelf-
stable foods and kitchen utensils to assist with meal prep.

 
      
   Funded through the State of Delaware’s Division of
Substance Abuse and Mental Health (DSAMH), the Partnership
for Healthy Communities (PHC) is working with several
community and campus partners on the Community Well-
Being Initiative -- a community-driven, place-based strategy
that utilizes a collective impact approach to promote well-
being. Specifically, community members have been trained
as well-being ‘ambassadors’ from communities in the City of
Wilmington who have experienced elevated levels of
inequities, trauma, and gun violence. These ambassadors
serve a critical role in connecting their fellow community
members with well-being resources. The pilot program is
being evaluated by the Center for Drug and Health Studies at
UD.

Local community
members and UD

students collaborated
to conduct

assessments, and
information gathered
will be used to help
improve the overall
health in Delaware.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

    University of Delaware undergraduate students will
collaborate with the SL24 UnLocke the Light
Foundation to host the SL24 Ball is Light 3x3Basketball
Tournament to be held April 29 and 30 in the Bob
Carpenter Recreation Building. Sixty-four teams will
compete for a $1,024 grand prize.
    SL24 was created in memory of Sean Locke, a UD
alum and varsity basketball player, who lost his battle
with depression in 2018. SL24 works to reduce stigmas
around mental health and depression while supporting
members of the community. To learn more about the
foundation visit www.unlockethelight.com
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